
An EASTER reading plan in the Gospel of John 

This is just a reading guide; a preparation to get your mind and your heart and your expectations ready 
for Easter. I hope you will make some new discoveries about Easter. You can use a few pieces of this. 
They include questions for all age levels. You can go as deep as you desire. You can just read through 
John chapters 12 through 21 or pick certain chapters or sections like the chapters on the crucifixion and 
resurrection (19 & 20). You can listen while you drive or work or fix meals at home. You can use any of 
the questions as thought-starters for yourself, your family or a group of people that you might study 
with.  

May this Easter in a troubled time be one of your best times.  

One third of the first four books in the New Testament, referred to as ‘the Gospels’, are devoted to the 
last week of Jesus. That’s because Jesus is devoted to his very last week. In fact, he says, “I came for 
this.” 

As you read on your own, or with others, ask, ‘What did Jesus do? What did he encounter? What did he 
have to set in order, so he could go to the cross? What did he teach in his final week? What are the 
implications for you, of the Resurrection of Jesus? 

Matthew 20-28. Mark 10-16. Luke 19-24 also cover the last week of Jesus; and are helpful additions to 
explore if you choose. 

John chapter 12. Six days before the Passover.  

1. Mary pours some expensive perfume on Jesus‘ feet and wipes his feet with her hair. Jesus says 
elsewhere that this will remain known throughout all eternity. Do you always remember that what 
you do for Jesus matters? 

2. Where else does Jesus talk about how he wants us to treat the poor and take care of them? 
3. Notice the difference in how people respond to Jesus. How did the religious leaders respond verses 

nine through 11? How does the multitude respond verses 12 through 19? 
4. Do you see in verse 26 that if anyone serves Christ, the Father will honor him? How does that 

prompt you? 
5. What does verses 27 and 28 make you think? 
6. What do you think was on Jesus’ mind when he said, If I be lifted up from the earth I will draw all 

men to myself in verse 32?  
7. Notice in verse 33 he gives a preview of the kind of death he was to die.  
8. In verses 42,43 It says even some of the rulers came to believe in Jesus. But what kept them from 

really coming out and saying that they believed in him and loved him? Do things like this hold you 
and I back? 

Chapters 13 through 17 all take place during the Last Supper. This is Jesus‘ last condensed opportunity 
to prepare himself, his disciples, and his future disciples of today.  
 
Chapter 13 is the story of Jesus washing the disciple’s feet.  
1. The chapter begins by giving some background to Jesus. List some of those things. How do they 

expand your understanding of Jesus?  



2. Jesus uses his example of washing their feet to teach them what? What does he tell us that we 
should do? Do you think he’s only referring to washing someone’s feet? 

3. In verses 18 to 20 Jesus is giving them more preview. What else do you know that is going to come 
to pass? What other things do you know are going to come to pass that Jesus has already told us 
about? 

4. In verse 27 it says that after taking a piece of bread Satan entered into Judas; what do you think that 
means? What do you think Judas did when he left? 

5. After Judas left Jesus gets down to some real hard-core teaching. What do these verses tell you 
about how important love is in the eyes of Jesus? 

6. Peters says, “Jesus you can depend on me. But Jesus tells Peter what he is really going to do. And 
when Jesus doesn’t abandon Peter for his upcoming denial, how does that help us when we fail?  

 
Chapter 14.  
1. Jesus tries to explain some very important but difficult ideas. What do you think the idea is? And 

how does he want us to understand our future? 
2. Discuss some of the things that Jesus probably had in mind when he says in verse 12 that we will do 

greater works?  
3. Discuss verses 13 and 14. 
4. What do you notice about the Holy Spirit that Jesus tells the apostles they are going to receive?  
5. How does that help you in verses 16 through 17?  
6. What stands out to you in verses 18 through 24? 
7. From verse 26 to the end of the chapter, how many different things do you notice mentioned in 

these verses?  
8. What kind of peace does Jesus want us to have? 
 
Chapter 15. Connected to Jesus, the true vine. 
1. What does being attached to a vine mean to you?  
2. How do you think Jesus might need to prune you, so you produce more fruit?  
3. Jesus again says you can ask me whatever you wish, and I will do it. What do you understand are the 

conditions to that promise? 
4. In verses 9 - 13 discuss the different ways that Jesus describes love, like, from us and from him and 

towards others?  
5. In 14 through 27 there seems to be a new kind of love mentioned. What about our love for the 

people of the world? How can we rightly understand if the world hates us, and yet we still have a 
responsibility to them? 

 
Chapter 16 begins with Jesus helping us to keep from stumbling. Sorrow will be turned to joy. The Holy 
Spirit is described. 
1. How is Jesus helping us to prepare for what he is facing and for what we will face? 
2. Discuss the ways that the Holy Spirit is explained and the work that The Spirit will do. 
3. In versus 15-24 there’s another preview. He says, you’ll see me, you won’t see me, you’ll see me 

again, I’m going to the Father. What is he trying to get his apostles and us to understand?  
4. How does verses 20 - 22 help you know your sorrow will be turned to joy? And that no one can take 

your joy away? Why will they weep at one point and rejoice at another? 
5. Jesus tells us this is like a mom about to give birth. How does that help us understand? 
6. In verses 23 and 24 he tells us again, to ask him. How could our life have more joy by learning to 

ask? 
7. In verse 33 how does Jesus say we can have peace?  



 
Chapter 17 is an entire chapter that you would expect a “God in the flesh” to pray. 
1. What does Jesus clarify about where he came from?  
2. What does Jesus say is eternal life? Verse three; and how does that modify what you have thought 

about eternal life?  
3. What sentences or words from Jesus, give you the greatest excitement?  
4. Verse 14 gives what new insights about the Bible?  
5. In verses 14 through 16 what comes to mind about not being of this world?  
6. In 18 what is he saying is now our job?  
7. In verse 20 Jesus is praying for his apostles standing there listening but also for who else? 
8. In verse 24 what does Jesus want us to see? 
 
Chapter 18 is the garden of Gethsemane, the betrayal, the arrest, Peter’s denial, and Jesus’ trial. 
1. See if you can look up and find how many men, soldiers and officers and priests probably came to 

arrest Jesus.  
2. When Jesus asked who they were looking for, and he said, I am who you’re looking for, did they 

immediately step forward and arrest him? It’s almost like Jesus had to have himself taken into 
custody.  

3. Where did they first take Jesus?  
4. Tell the story of Peter that night, in your own words.  
5. When they left the high priest’s residence where did they take Jesus? Put in your own words the 

conversation between the priests and Governor Pilate. 
6. The priests said they couldn’t kill Jesus. But they could. What method would they have had to use? 

And by what method did Jesus have to be executed? 
7. Why does Jesus say his kingdom is not of this world? Pilate does recognize that he is a king.  
8. When Jesus brings up the word ‘truth’ what is Pilate’s response and why do you think he said that? 
 
Chapter 19 is the beating, the mocking, and the crucifixion.  
1. Who was in attendance for each of these? 
2. Discuss the different types of ridicule and torture that Jesus had to go through.  
3. Do you remember the crowd in chapter 12 who shouted his praise as he rode into Jerusalem on a 

donkey? - what are they saying now?  
4. Jesus makes a pretty bold statement in verse 11, what does that statement mean to you?  
5. At first Pilate was an unwilling judge. What finally caused him to have Jesus executed?  
6. What do you find interesting about the plaque that Pilate put over Jesus’ head on the cross?  
7. How did the soldiers unwittingly fulfill the prophecies of Scripture?  
8. Kids, what did Jesus do for his mother?  
9. In verse 30 when Jesus said, ‘it is finished’ find out what that word means and what Jesus was 

referring to? 
10. Starting in verse 31 talk about the things that happened to Jesus in his death and how those fulfill 

the scripture.  
11. Two people came to get Jesus’s body who were they? Have you heard of them before? And what 

did they do? 
 
Chapter 20 is the shock of the resurrection.  
1. In the first 10 verses, who were the people involved?  
2. How did those people describe what they found? And how does verse nine describe their 

understanding? Did they expect Jesus to rise from the grave? 



3. It seems that the people who saw Jesus after his resurrection didn’t recognize him. How many 
reasons can you come up with of why they didn’t recognize him?  

4. Mary was the first one to see him in verses 11 to 18. When did she finally recognize him? 
5. When Jesus meets the apostles in what is also known as the upper room, what is the first word he 

gives them? And what is the implication of the second phrase that he speaks to them?  
6. Which apostle wasn’t there? What did this same apostle say in chapter 11? What are the famous 

words from this apostle?  
7. What happens eight days later?  
8. What does verse 29 tell us about our faith? 
9. Discuss the implications of verses 30 and 31 to us. 
 
Chapter 21 is the final morning that Jesus spends with a few of his disciples on the shore of the sea of 
Galilee.  
1. Who are the apostles mentioned?  
2. Four had been commercial fisherman. What do you think is the intent of Peter as he asks his fellow 

apostles to go fishing? What do you think he was planning to do with the rest of his life?  
3. Do you suppose they weren’t successful, so God can teach them a lesson? Is this a lesson to us? 
4. How does Jesus reveal who he is?  
5. Talk about the conversation that Jesus and Peter have. And how might those instructions apply in 

our life today? 
6. How should you apply verse 22 in your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


